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Paul J. McNulty, United States Attorney for the Eastern Didrict of Virginia, announced a
significant guilty pleatoday in a Projedt Exile case. Kelvin Cheatham, 27, of Richmond, Virginia,
pled guilty to three counts of commercia robbery and three counts of using a firearm to commit the
robberies. U.S. District Court Judge Richard L. Williams accepted the guilty plea and will sentence
Cheatham on September 9, 2004, & 2:00 p.m.

On July 18, 2003, Cheatham robbed the Super 8 M otd on Midlothian Turnpike, in
Chesterfield County, Virginia, of $650. On July 23, he robbed the Comfort Inn on Oaklawn
Boulevard, inHopewell, Virginia, of $206. He attempted to rob the Days Im Hotel on Midlothian
Turnpike, in Richmond, Virginia, on August 5; however, the clerk was unable to open the safe and
Cheatham eventuadly left with no money. On each occasion, Cheatham was armed with a 9mm
semi-automatic pigol, which hethreatened to use to harmthe clerk if he wasnot given money.

Cheat ham faces a mandatory minimum term of 57 years on the firearms counts alone, and
could face life in prison on these charges. The sentence on the gun dharges, by law, must run
consecutively to any term imposed for the robberies. Each robbery carries a maximum penalty of
20 yearsimprisonment. Cheatham will not be eligible for parole.

McNulty stated: “This case is an example of why Project Exile has been so successful. We
have targeted aviolent gun felon who will be removed or “exiled” from the community for along
time. Without doubt, Richmond is a safer placetoday as a result of this prosecution of a serial
armed robber.”

Project Exile isamulti-agency joint federd and date task force targeting armed criminas
for prosecution for illegal possession or use of firearms. It isapart of Project Safe Neighborhoods,
a nationwide effort by the Department of Justiceaimed at reducing violent arimes.

Also amourcing the conviction are Col. Andre Parker, Chief, Richmond Police Department;
Col. Carl Baker, Chief, Chesterfied Police Department; Col. Edward Frankengein, Chief, Prince
George County Police Department; and John P. Malone, Special Agent in Charge, Washington
Fidd Divigon, Bureau of Alocohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.

The case was investigated by agents of the ATF and officers of the Richmond, Chesterfield,
and Prince George County Police Departments, and was prosecuted by Special Assistant United
SaesAttorney and Assgant Virginia Attorney Genera Matthew C. Ackley.
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